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ABSTRACT 

A lifflited survey vas made of course offerings in the 
area of decision science in educational administration programs. The 
data indicate that Bost of the surveyed programs offer at least a 
component of a course in decision science, and that these courses are 
relatively new most having been initially offered in the past 
three years. (Parts of page fiv€i may reproduce poorly.) (Author) 
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INTRODUCTION 



Tho major function Of management le decision -making, and 
the roost prized attribute of an administrator is good judge- 
meiit. Since the second world war, systems studies and the 
tools of operations research have contributed greatly to the 
good judgement of decision-makers. 

The largest industry in this country-*-educatlon— certainly 
has its fair share of decision -makers, and the increasing public 
demand for accountability in school administration requires 
administrators with poor judgement to have their credentials 
up-to-date. The decision-science tools that come from opera- 
tions research vrauld appear, therefore, to be an important 
component of a training prograM in educational administration . 

Over 200 colleges and universities In the United States 
of fer ^degree programs in educational tidministration, and 
according to one source [1], 88 of these offer a program that 
leads to the doctorate in educational administration. This 
is a preliminary report on a study of the decision'-sclence 
courses that are offered in those programs in educational 
administration. 

TH13 STUDY 

In the Spring of 1973, a review v/as made of the graduate 
school catalogs of 78 of the 88 universities that are listed 
in the 14th edition of The College Blue Book 11 J as offering 



tho doototatd In educational adnlnistratlon. The purpose of 
the search was to determine how many of these universities 
offer a course in decision science for educational adminis- 
trators. Ten of the 88 catalogs were not available for 
review. 

From a survey of the deans of the schools of education 
or the chairnen of the departments of education, it v/as 
determined that three of the 80 universities did not offer 
the doctorate in educational administration. One of these 
three was among those whose catalog was not available. 

Therefore, of the 85 universities, 76 catalogs vyere 
available for review, and 22 of them (30 percent) contained 
a course listing that appeared to contain at least a comtionent 
which could be called decision science. 

A questionnaire ti^as developed and sent to the instructors 
of each of the courses listed in the catalogs. It was also 
sent to the deans or ohai rmen of departments of -sducational 
administration of the universities . for which no appropriate 
course was known-'-in case a new course was developed or a 
course vras niissed in the review of the catalogs. 

The instrument was designed to answer the following 
guestionss 1) the number of times per year the .course 'was 
taught; 2) the average enrollment; 3) vJhen the course v/as first 
taught) 4) the percentage of doctoral candidates in educational 
administration that take the course? and 5) the major topics 



covered • In addition, a copy of the syllabus and course 
Materials was requested. 

Two copies o£ the one-pacie instrument along v/ith a 
stamped and add reosed envelope were sent to each University 
in July of 1973 f with a follow-up mailing conducted seven 
weeks later. Of the 85 universities surveyed, 58i responded 
(68 percent)* 

LIMITATIONS 

Due to the relatively low rate of response and the 
discovery that the listing in The College Blue Book was not 
complete, inferences drawn to the population of universities 
offering the doctorate in educational administration are 
tenuous* This study, then, is descriptive of only those univer 
sities that responded from the population of those listed in 
the referenced section of the source document. 

RESULTS OF THE STUDY 
Of the 58 universities that qualified and responded, 53 
courses were considered as courses that had "at least a 
component of 'decision science' in it." These were considered 
on the basis of catalog descriptions and suggestions from 
deans. Eleven of these courses were disregarded since they 
were evaluated by the researcher as not having a significant 



component o£ decision science. That left 42 courses in 37 
different univereitios.^ 

That Ib, 64 porcont of the roflpond.lng univfirsiti-es 
taught «t l«?.«ot om: f^i:a'lui>t-o-]c)VC!.i. ocurso <;hGt hwl at least 
a c.r'sponent of docieion scioncje. Thepo courses wore varied » 
and Table 1 shows the omphftnis of these courses r afl determined 
by the rcsoorchor, in adrlition to certain descriptive data 
provided by the instructors. 

Table 1 about here 

V7hen asked which mnjor topics wcro covered in the courses/ 
several dcoision-soionco areas wor« montioncd. Half of the 
instructors claimed coverage of a path analysis technique* 
Almost as many cited planning programming budgeting system 
(PPBS) . rianagement Information systems (MIS) and cost ef feotive*- 
ness techniques vro*?e also frequently mentioned. Table 2 presents 
a summary of the responses to this question. 

Table 2 about here 



A limited survey of course offerings in the area of 
decision science in educational administration programs was 
done. The data indicate that moot of the surveyed programs in 

^ Three universities reported planning a course for 1974. 
Limited information revealed that nine other courses existed at 
seven other universities, but the lack of response from the in- 
structors prevented their inolusioh with thes6 data. 



lERJC 



edueatlonal aamirii^t^ation offet at least a component of a 
couvsn In decision eoience and that these courses are relatively 
new— mofjt h?iv.lng been initially offered in the past three 

yei>r5<, ■ 

iH FucjfjcsJUod that a raoro cosnplete and comprehensive 
stv\:iy bo f;«i-d'v:toA to more accurately capture the scope and 
stfii-.^s- o e- the -a^:t of the decision sciences in doctoral programs 
in oduc-itionHi adMJrJ.at-ration. 
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Table 2 

l^a jor Topics in Declfllon^science Reported for the 42 course 



Courses inoluainq T opio 
Jjumber -i- 



Path iM\alysis 
Planning Programinrj Budget System 
Hanagement Information Systems 
Cost Effectiveness 
Linear Programming 

Simulation 

Futures 

Management by Objectives 



17 
14 
13 
9 
6 
4 
4 



40 

33 

30 

21 

14 

10 

10 



